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 The University of Tokyo established an interdepartmental organ The University of Tokyo established an interdepartmental organ The University of Tokyo established an interdepartmental organization ization 
called Ocean Alliance on July 3, 2007 to investigate interdiscicalled Ocean Alliance on July 3, 2007 to investigate interdisciplinary plinary 
scientific problems related to marine affairs. The Ocean Allianscientific problems related to marine affairs. The Ocean Allianscientific problems related to marine affairs. The Ocean Alliance 
activities include three project studies under the Marine Affairactivities include three project studies under the Marine Affairs Basic 
Program established in 2014. One projectProgram established in 2014. One projectProgram established in 2014. One projectProgram established in 2014. One project”Overseas Internship Project ”Overseas Internship Project 
for Development of International Marine Human Resources”for Development of International Marine Human Resources”for Development of International Marine Human Resources”for Development of International Marine Human Resources”for Development of International Marine Human Resources”for Development of International Marine Human Resources”for Development of International Marine Human Resources”for Development of International Marine Human Resources”for Development of International Marine Human Resources”for Development of International Marine Human Resources”for Development of International Marine Human Resources”aims at 
forming an effective mechanism, a network, for developing human forming an effective mechanism, a network, for developing human forming an effective mechanism, a network, for developing human forming an effective mechanism, a network, for developing human forming an effective mechanism, a network, for developing human forming an effective mechanism, a network, for developing human 
resources that possess a high level of expertise in marine affairs and resources that possess a high level of expertise in marine affairs and resources that possess a high level of expertise in marine affairs and resources that possess a high level of expertise in marine affairs and resources that possess a high level of expertise in marine affairs and resources that possess a high level of expertise in marine affairs and 
that show leadership in international organizations and in other global that show leadership in international organizations and in other global that show leadership in international organizations and in other global that show leadership in international organizations and in other global that show leadership in international organizations and in other global that show leadership in international organizations and in other global 
arenas. 

 In this project, graduate students are sent to international  In this project, graduate students are sent to international  In this project, graduate students are sent to international organizations organizations 
and research institutions for two to three months with financialand research institutions for two to three months with financialand research institutions for two to three months with financial support  support 
from the Nippon Foundation. The project is expected to contribufrom the Nippon Foundation. The project is expected to contribute to 
encouraging students to work in these organizations and societiencouraging students to work in these organizations and societies, which 
are all related to the oceans in one way or another: oceanograpare all related to the oceans in one way or another: oceanography and 
fisheries, and others such as maritime matters. This project is deeply fisheries, and others such as maritime matters. This project is deeply 
connected with the Interdisciplinary Education Program on Oceanconnected with the Interdisciplinary Education Program on Ocean
Science and Policy education program started in 2009. More thanScience and Policy education program started in 2009. More than 50 
students enroll every year, and interns are selected mainly frstudents enroll every year, and interns are selected mainly from the 
program students. program students. 
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Second year master’s student in the graduate school of frontier 
science in the department of natural environmental studies
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4&5)$*6 7185$%*(9 students sent to organizations from fiscal year 2014 to fiscal year 2022

＊Participated internship as volunteer
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Representative  students make 
presentations in an Ocean Alliance 
symposium held in July every year.

Members of the international organizations and research 
institutions that accept students as interns are invited to attend 
lecture meetings that the Ocean Alliance hosts in an effort to form 
networks in fields related to ocean research. A secondary aim of the 
meetings is to encourage students to become interested in working 
in international organizations in their future careers.
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Domestic internship programs have been conducted since fiscal year 2009 in the Interdisciplinary Education 
Program on Ocean Science and Policy. The name of the subject is ”Practice in internship for ocean law and 
ocean policy” . Students are mainly sent to the Minisy of Land, Infrastructure and Transport, Japan Fisheries 
Research and Education Agency, and Northwest Pacific Region Environmental Cooperation Center (NPEC) 
for two to four weeks in principle. We send some 15 to 20 students every year shown in Table 2, and they 
can obtain 2 credits by for participating internship and submitting a prescribed report. Students can also 
participate in an internship operated by the ministries, agencies, and related organizations which make policy. 
The internship program has proved effective in establishing career paths for graduate students whose majors 
are ocean-related. (Yamamoto and Kimura, Journal of Japan Society of Ocean Policy, 2016 (in Japanese)).

Because the purpose of the overseas internship project is the same as that of domestic internships in terms 
of students’ career paths in the future, Ocean Alliance operates both internships integrally. Therefore, the 
students who participate in overseas internship earn the 2 credits of “Practice in internship for ocean law and 
ocean policy”.

4&5)$*2**Change in the number of paicipants for the education program and the domestic internships.

Symposium and lecture meeting held at University of Tokyo.
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Students can communicate directly with 
members of the organizations and interns 
from other countries.

Students can engage in actual projects Students can engage in actual projects 
related to their own research (business related to their own research (business 
practice), and promote their master orpractice), and promote their master or
doctor theses (promotion of own studies). doctor theses (promotion of own studies). 
They can also discuss issues with They can also discuss issues with 
members of these organizations.members of these organizations.
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