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Think about fishery resource management in the land of smiles

MEADETHEEREEICDWTEZS

1. Background and Objectives

The internship was conducted from February 14 to
April 23, 2016 in the Southeast Asian Fisheries
Development Center (SEAFDEC) in Bangkok, Thailand.
SEAFDEC was established in December 1967 with 11
Member Countries (10 ASEAN Countries and Japan). It
focuses on transferring fishery and marine engineering
technologies to the Southeast Asian countries as well as
promoting sustainable development of fisheries in
Southeast Asia. My main objectives of this internship are:
1) to experience and comprehend the working
environment in SEAFDEC, 2) to understand focuses of
fishery resource management in the field for inspiring my

own research.

2. Internship activities

The internship consists of three parts. 1) Participate in
human resource capacity building. SEAFDEC provides
training courses on fishery management technologies,
theories, and policies to member countries. I participated
and assisted in a training course on stock assessment that
5 member countries sent participants to Bangkok. 2)
Observe regional policymaking meetings. I participated in
the 1st Regional Consultation on Fishery Labor Aspects
in the ASEAN Region. The aim of the meeting was to
collect information of illegal fishing condition, to enhance
communication between stockholders and countries, and
draft an agreement for further policymaking. 3)
Participate in field tours to coastal fishery resource
conservation sites in eastern Thailand. We talked with
local extension officers, fishermen and residents in order

to comprehend coastal fishery management condition.

3. Lessons learnt

A BB E R O BE

Lesson learnt from each activity: 1) Participate in
human resource building: Southeast Asian countries are
of different development levels, while sharing the same
fishery stocks. Given this situation, knowledge and
technology transfer among these countries is important
for cooperation of fishery resource utilization and
conservation. The different development levels bring
more difficulties in knowledge transferring (curriculum
design, consensus building, and technology localization).
2) Observe regional policymaking meeting: SEAFDEC’s
role was congregating diverse stakeholders in Southeast
Asian countries and enhancing communication. The
focuses from different stakeholders are quite different
(governments emphasize more on registration and
monitoring issues, while NGOs focus more on labor
welfare). However, SEAFDEC is not granted with any
policy and implementation power, final decision is still
made by individual governments. 3) Survey on resource
conservation projects: The surveyed conservation projects
are all implicated by top-down management approach,
initiated by either local government or Thai Royal family.
Local fishery extension officers served as important
linkage to transfer knowledge and policy requirements
from government side to local residents. The project has
implemented for 30-years and raised wide participation of

local residents and fishermen.

4. Conclusion

Working with colleagues from diverse backgrounds
improved my skills of communication and sense of
teamwork. Meanwhile, it has expanded my view on the
role and responsibility of international organizations, and
the focuses of fishery resource management and

conservation in the field.
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